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           Mrs. Marando

         

Course Description

The Living Environment is a New York State laboratory science course, culminating with a statewide Regents exam in June.  The course is designed to prepare students to explain the most important ideas about our living environment.  Some of the topics included are experimental design, biochemistry, cell structure and function, human systems, reproduction & development, genetics & biotechnology, evolution, ecology, and human impact on the environment.   

Using scientific inquiry to develop explanations of natural phenomena is critical to understanding concepts in the science field.  Therefore, as a pre-requisite for admission to the Regents examination in the Living Environment, New York State requires that students must successfully complete a minimum of 1,200 minutes of laboratory experience.  A total of four of the labs performed are required by New York State and are a testable component of the Regents exam.  Student lab work must be evidenced by satisfactory written reports for each laboratory investigation.  
***As per district policy, a student must submit a minimum of 75% of all labs in order to receive a passing grade for that marking period.  

Text book:  Biology:  New York State, Miller and Levine 
Suggested Internet Sources

www.marandoscience.weebly.com (online lab manual, class notes) 
www.regentsprep.org  (free)


www.barronsregents.com  (subscription required)

Assessment and Grading 

The more assessment methods provided, the greater the opportunity for student success.  Students will be graded on a points system. Quarterly average is determined by dividing the total number of points earned by the total number of possible points.  Exams & quizzes will account for approximately 60% of the quarterly average.

New York State Regents Exam – counts as 19% of overall course grade

Midterm Exam – counts as 5% of overall course grade

Quarterly averages (each are 19% of overall course grade) are determined by the following:

Exams 





~   40 - 80 points each

Quizzes





~     5 - 25 points each

Homework





~     1 - 6 points each

Labs






~   10 points each

Participation and Productivity


~   20 points per semester
Classwork and special projects
     

to be determined according to assignment

Extra Help Hours  

Room 308:  Monday and Wednesday afternoons from 2:15 – 2:50 p.m. and by other arrangements as necessary.
Contact

The best way to reach me is by email at gmarando@bellmore-merrick.k12.ny.us.  You can find a link to send me an email on the homepage of my website, www.marandoscience.weebly.com.  I can also be reached by leaving a message at the Main Office at 992-1400 and I will call you back as soon as possible, usually the next school day.  My best wishes to you for a successful school year!  
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Check to see that your child is doing the homework.  Homework is assigned daily to reinforce lesson concepts.  Missing homework due to absences should be made up immediately following the student’s return to school.  

2. Ask to see exams and quizzes.  They are returned to your child once all students have completed the assessment.  Typically, there are 3-4 unit exams per marking period with a quiz as a midpoint assessment during each unit.  

3. Ask about labs.  Students must meet the minimum New York state lab requirement of 1,200 minutes to be eligible for the Regents exam in June.  As per Bellmore-Merrick CHSD policy, he or she must complete a minimum of 75% of the assigned labs in each marking period to receive a passing grade.  Reports must be written following lab report guidelines provided.   
4. Use the textbook.  Ask your child what topic we are learning about in class and guide him or her through the bold words, diagrams, and key concepts discussed.  

5. Study with your child.  Even if you do not know the material yourself, ask your child to teach it to you.  Explaining things to another person is a great study technique for a student to practice.

6. Use the Internet.  Most New York State Regents Exams from past years are available online and can be found with a quick search on Google.  Also, the following sites provide practice Regents questions by topic.    

   

www.regentsprep.org  (free)



www.barronsregents.com  (subscription required)   

7. Remind your child that there is a Regents exam in June.  Reviewing topics consistently throughout the year is most beneficial.  Review old exams to learn from mistakes.

8. Consider purchasing a Regents exam review book from your local bookstore or the Internet.  Recommended titles include but are not limited to:

· Prentice Hall: A Brief Review in Living Environment

· Barrons Review Book (past exams with explanations)

9. Build organizational and time management skills.  Keep tabs on notebooks, folders, worksheets, etc.  Help your child plan for exams and assignments in a timely fashion to prevent procrastination.  Ask to see your child’s homework planner daily.  

10. Remind your child to go to extra help.  Regular extra help hours for Mrs. Marando are Monday and Wednesday after school until 2:50pm, and also by appointment as necessary.
Electronic Info Form  

If you did not already do so at the beginning of the school year, please complete the online form linked here.  If you do not have a QR code reader you can find a link to this Parent Info form on the homepage of my website which is www.marandoscience.weebly.com


Top 10 Ways to Help Your Child in Mrs. Marando’s Science Class!
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